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His alliance with France was near expiring, and though it
was purely defensive, the French would almost certainly
insist on his joining their attack on Hanover as a condition
of its renewal. Indeed, it was not long before he received
a hint to that effect. But this would give Austria the
opportunity she wanted ; if he attacked the electorate he
would draw upon himself the whole power of Hanover,
Austria, and Russia. Was he justified in running the
risk ? The conduct of the French in the late war showed
how little reliance could be placed on them, and the
hopeless imbecility into which the Government of Louis
XV. had since sunk made them still less trustworthy
allies for the future. Nor, indeed, did France seem to
set much store by his alliance, or to pay much regard to
his interests; while urging him to attack Hanover, she
offered not the slightest guarantee against the probable
consequences of such a measure. He began to suspect
that France and Austria were secretly coming to an
understanding, and therefore, as the best chance of pre-
serving the peace of Europe, he concluded with England
the Convention of Neutrality already mentioned.

Frederick's main object in' concluding the convention
was to prevent the invasion of his dominions by Russia,
and he was careful to assure France that it was in no
spirit of hostility to her that he had signed it, that he
still hoped for a renewal of the defensive alii- Frecierick
ance, and that though he could not join her tries to re-

.        __               .                               ,               newhisaili-

agamst Hanover, there were many other ser- ance with
vices which he might be able to render.    But France-
his representations were without effect; probably Louis
had already decided in favour of Austria.    Anyhow, the
Convention of Westminster was followed by the Treaty
of Versailles.

The relations of the great powers to one another at
this period were curiously complex.    It was a time of"